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System, the School and Teacher Websites creator tool, the Online 

Report Card and many more with the main focus on improving pro-

ductivity and allow easier access to information. 

 

My responsibility as a Programmer Supervisor is to keep the District 

and Schools current with technologies and assure that all the goals 

and visions of the leadership of the District are communicated and 

achieved via reliable, customized, home grown software. 

 

Phillip Wilson 

Programmer Analyst 

 

I have a one-year-old son and will 

soon have a daughter.  Woodwork-

ing is a frustrating passion of mine.  

Hockey games are a blast to go to, 

especially when my team wins.  I 

like kayaking and playing with my 

dog. 

 

I have 4 years of experience building web applications.  I primarily 

work with ASP.Net, but have worked with many languages. 

 

I joined the Dysart team in May this year. My expertise in .NET pro-

gramming assisted in developing and upgrading tools such as the 

Courier Tracking System, Teacher and school website tools, Daily 

Absences reporting, the new Assessment Reporting and Assessment 

Query Tool, as well as the automatic creation of network accounts. 

 

Romony Heng 

Programmer Analyst 

 

I came to Phoenix from Las Vegas 

after high school in 2003.  During 

these years, my accomplishments 

include obtaining a BS in com-

puter information systems and 

being part of the Dysart team 

beginning in June of this year.   I 

am excited to work with all of you 

in hopes of making your daily 

tasks quicker and easier through 

programming. 

 

My knowledge in .Net applications helped IT develop tools such as 

the School and Teacher website Tools, Employee Incident Tool, 

Transportation Tool, Software Tracking for the District trainers and 

many other internal applications such as the Active directory and 

Visions search pages. 

Meet Your Application Development Team (cont’d) 



What’s so Cute about 

CutePDF Writer? 

Imagine slaving away uploading 

homework, newsletters, and other 

files to your webpage only to find 

that they are NOT easily accessible to 

your users.  Some complain because 

they can’t open the file while others 

show you a printed copy with part of 

the information missing.  This is when 

CutePDF Writer can save the day!   

If you want to ensure that the layout, 

pagination, formatting, and graphics 

of your paper are preserved exactly 

as you have them, both for web 

viewing and when downloaded or 

printed, create a PDF file. PDF stands 

for Portable Document Format and is 

viewable on all computers with a free 

and easy to download reader (such as 

Adobe).   

Another reason you may want to 

convert your file is to avoid sending 

embarrassing bits of information.  

This information is easily found in 

Word documents (e.g., i.d. numbers 

“stamped” on the file, lists of crea-

tors, revisions, etc.). This information 

is hidden but can be easily found by 

someone who knows where to look.   

To convert a file to PDF:  

• Go to the File menu and select, 

“Print”.   

• In the list of printers choose the 

one named, CutePDF Writer, 

and select, “OK”.   

• In a few moments a dialog box 

will appear prompting you to 

choose a location and name so 

you can save the newly created 

PDF.  That’s it! 

October’s Technology Training Opportunities 

Technology and The New Century Learner - Part 2 

 

Class Dates: 

10/18/07 2:45 - 4:15 p.m. 

10/24/07 3:30 - 5:00 p.m. 

10/25/07 4:15 – 5:45 p.m. 

Audience: Teachers 

Course Description: Got United Streaming? Got Projector? Then come and learn some great strate-

gies for using both in your classroom to support whole group, small group, and individual instruction. 

We’ll even get into how to incorporate Inspiration/Kidspiration. 

 

Essential Technology Skills 

 

Class Date: 

10/10/07 3:30 - 5:00 p.m. 

Audience: All Employees 

Course Description: File Management Computer  Basics Open Lab – Are you tired of having a clut-

tered desktop? Do you have trouble saving and retrieving files? If so, this class is for you. We will be 

discussing computer basics as well as answering your individual computer questions. Instructional 

flash drives will be provided to all participants. 

 

 

Office Staff and Personal Productivity Training 

 

Class Dates: 

Basic SASI  - 10/02/07 1:30 – 3:00 p.m. 

Basic SASI Queries -  10/17/07 1:30 – 3:00 p.m. 

Advanced SASI Queries – 10/25/07 1:30 – 3:00 p.m. 

Audience: Office Staff 

Course Description: 

Basic SASI - Participants will learn to access different SASI modules. Discover how to find specific 

information without using a query and learn how to run reports. During this class we will build tool-

bars, folders, and atoms and learn to save toolbars. 

Basic SASI Queries - Participants will learn to print specified data produced by a query, learn how to 

save a query for repeated use, and learn to build a Keep and Skip filter. 

Advanced SASI Queries - Participants will learn how to run advanced queries in SASI and how to 

export information into an Excel document. Participants will also learn to build reports that will total 

data in individualized fields and how to combine fields. 

 

Leading by Example 

Creating & Evaluating a Student-Led Video Production Program That Empowers Students to Put 

21
st

 Century Skills Into Practice 

 

Class Dates: 

10/23/07 7:00 - 8:00 a.m. 

10/23/07 12:00 - 1:00 p.m. 

10/23/07 4:00 – 5:00 p.m. 

Audience: Principals, Assistant Principals, Directors, & Coordinators 

Course Description: Creating and Managing a Student-Led Video Production Program That Empow-

ers Students to Put 21
st

 Century Skills Into Practice - Enjoy listening to Ben Goodman, retired tech-

nology teacher from Cimarron Springs, describe the way he used a video production program to 

empower students to use 21st Century skills.  Mr. Goodman is currently serving as the district’s video 

production consultant.  Come discover how a video production program can improve communication 

on your campus. 

 

How Do I Sign Up? 

Use the following link: https://calendar.dysart.org/eduservices to register for October’s technology 

training opportunities. 
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Network Drives...A Magical 

Place to Share Data 

Have you ever wished there was a 

place you could go and find all the 

most recent versions of the forms 

used on your campus for faxes, sub-

stitute checklists, referrals, parent 

conferences, etc.?  Have you ever 

needed  a document from your grade 

level team member and he/she was 

out that day and unavailable?  If so, 

the Teams folder was created just for 

you!  Each campus/work location has 

a folder on their P: drive labeled 

Teams that is accessible to staff at 

that location, but not accessible to 

students.  Some examples of great 

ways to use this folder are as follows: 

• Create a folder for your grade 

level team and store shared 

templates, lesson plans, etc. 

• Place commonly needed campus 

forms so staff will always have 

access to the most updated ver-

sion 

• Provide an electronic version of 

the campus Staff Handbook 

• Store resources from staff train-

ings for future reference 

• Share staff resources such as 

campus phone lists and maps 

So…next time you have the urge to 

email a document to your whole 

campus, place the document in a 

logical place on your campus Teams 

folder and then email out a notifica-

tion of where the document can be 

retrieved anytime it’s needed! 

If you’d like your students to have 

access to templates and files for use 

in your classroom, create a folder for 

your class in P:\Public as that folder 

allows students to open files, but not 

save any changes.  They can, how-

ever, make changes to the docu-

ments and then save them to their 

own H: drive.   

For additional information about 

available network drives, their pur-

pose, and how to access them please 

view the document located at http://

www.dysart.org/it/newsletters/

STUFF.pdf.  

Dysart IT Department Gets Virtualized 

 As technology requirements shift 

to meet ever changing demands, one of the 

major challenges faced by Information Tech-

nology departments of all sizes is the mainte-

nance and operation of a large number of 

servers.  In larger operations, a majority of 

servers are centralized in what is known as a 

data center.  Traditionally, when a new soft-

ware application is purchased, it also requires 

that a separate and dedicated server be pro-

vided.  In turn, this leads to racks full of equip-

ment—most of which is underutilized.  On 

average, a typical server will use only 5% to 

7% of its overall capacity.  Although the ca-

pacity is not being used, the server still re-

quires a high level of both cooling and elec-

tricity to operate.  Through a technology 

called “virtualization,” the wasting of re-

sources, both in processing power as well as 

operational costs, is being eliminated. 

 Virtualization technology comes in 

both hardware and software forms.  From a 

hardware perspective, the latest processors 

are able to work more efficiently.  By dynami-

cally allocating more processing power to 

requests that require it and less when the 

demand is low, the processor is able to work 

at its full potential.  In terms of software, 

virtualization allows a single physical server to 

run multiple virtual servers.  A virtual server 

operates exactly the same as a physical 

server.  To the network, application, and 

users, a virtual server is indistinguishable from 

its physical counterpart.  Depending on the 

hardware of the physical server, upwards of 

20 to 25 virtual servers could operate on a 

single physical server. 

 The Dysart Information Technology 

Department has recently completed a major 

virtualization project.  Through the use of 

seven physical servers running virtualization 

software, we were able to convert 35 physical 

servers (most which were out of warranty 

and/or not adequate for service) into virtual 

servers.  On top of the energy savings, Dy-

sart’s move to virtualization has helped pro-

vide a greater degree of reliability for critical 

systems and software tools.  In the event that 

one or even multiple physical servers should 

experience a complete hardware failure, the 

virtualization software automatically moves 

the virtual server from that physical server to 

one of the other six physical servers.  As a 

result, the applications running on those 

virtual servers would only be unavailable for a 

matter of moments, versus being unavailable 

for hours until hardware could be replaced. 

 The Dysart Information Technology 

Department is excited to have this technology 

in place.  By using virtualization, we will be 

able to provide a high-level of performance 

and reliability, while using energy efficiently.  

We feel that virtualization will assist both 

students and staff by making the technology 

tools that have become an integral part of the 

Dysart learning environment always available. 
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Student Information System News 
SASIxp – The updated SASI User’s Guide is now available.  The user’s guide gives procedural 

information and step by step instructions for most SASI atoms.  Click here to see the user’s guide. 

 

Special Area Teachers – If you need assistance running class lists for your K-4 classes click here to 

find step by step instructions from the training class that was offered.  If you need further assis-

tance, please contact Jessica Robbins at x7981. 

 

IGPro (Integrade Pro) – Just a reminder if you e-mail home progress reports from IG Pro…. When 

a teacher has changed their network password, it must also be changed under setup, communi-

cation.  If it is not changed the teacher will get an “Authentication Error” when attempting to e-

mail progress reports.  If you would like to find out how to setup IG Pro to e-mail progress re-

ports check out the Anytime and Anyplace Tutorials for Integrade Pro. 

 

CLASSxp – Teachers it is about time for your 

SASIxp or CLASSxp passwords to expire.  Remem-

ber CLASSxp requires that you select “Change” 

once you enter your new password.  If you just 

hit the enter key after typing your new pass-

word, it will not keep the new password.  For 

more detailed instructions, visit the CLASSxp and SASIxp Anytime and Anyplace Tutorials. 



Q:  I don’t know my voicemail password, what is it? 

A:  If you have forgotten your password or don’t know what it is, always try the extension num-

ber as the password first. If that doesn’t work, call the IT helpdesk at x7071. 

 

Q:  How do I set up my voicemail? 

A:  You can set up your voicemail by pressing the messages button on your phone or dialing 2094 

from your DUSD phone or by dialing 876-7094 from outside of the school district.  Next enter 

your password (reset passwords will be the same as the extension number).  PLEASE NOTE: CALL-

ERS CANNOT LEAVE A MESSAGE UNTIL YOUR MAILBOX HAS BEEN SETUP. If your voicemail was 

recently reset then there will be a step by step introductory message that will walk you through 

setting up your voicemail.  Otherwise, you can record a new greeting from the main menu by 

pressing 4 key, then the 3 key, and finally the 1 key.  You can record your name by pressing the 4 

key, then the 3 key, and finally the 3 key again.  These are the two primary things that need to be 

setup in order to have a functioning voicemail box. 

 

Q:  When I log into my voicemail I receive a message asking for a temporary password.  What is 

my temporary password? 

A:  When the IT department resets your password it will always be reset to the extension num-

ber.  For example, if your phone number is 7071, then your temporary password will be 7071. 

 

Q:  I have had my voicemail set up in the past but I forgot my password.  What should I do? 

A:  Call the IT helpdesk at x7071 and ask that your password be reset. 

 

Q:  When I log in to set up my voicemail a message states that this is not a recognized mailbox.  

What should I do? 

A:  Call the IT helpdesk at x7071 and indicate that you need your voice mailbox created.  Please 

include the extension of your phone in the message or work order.  You can submit an IT work 

order here:  http://www.dysart.org/it/trackit.htm 

 

Q:  When I log into my voicemail there is someone else’s name recorded there.  How do I record 

my own name so that when others call me they get my name as the greeting? 

A:  After logging into your voicemail, press the 4 key to take you to the administrative features of 

your voicemail.  Next press the 3 key to adjust your greetings.  Finally press the 3 key again to 

record a name to be used in the greeting.  You will be prompted to record your name.  The name 

change is complete. 
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Answers to All Your Voicemail Questions 

What is del.icio.us? 

 
 

 

 

del.icio.us is a collection of internet favorites/bookmarks - yours and everyone else's. You can use 

del.icio.us to: 

• Keep links to your favorite articles, blogs, music, reviews, recipes, and more, and access them from 

any computer on the web. 
• Share favorites with friends, family, coworkers, and the del.icio.us community. 
• Discover new things. Everything on del.icio.us is someone's favorite -- they've already done the work 

of finding it. So del.icio.us is full of bookmarks about technology, entertainment, useful information, 

and more. Explore and enjoy. 

 
del.icio.us is a social bookmarking website -- the primary use of del.icio.us is to store your bookmarks 

online, which allows you to access the same bookmarks from any computer and add bookmarks from any-

where, too. On del.icio.us, you can use tags to organize and remember your bookmarks, which is a much 

more flexible system than folders. 

 

You can also use del.icio.us to see the interesting links that your friends and other people bookmark, and 

share links with them in return. You can even browse and search del.icio.us to discover the cool and useful 

bookmarks that everyone else has saved -- which is made easy with tags. 

 

All you need is a browser and an internet connection. Sound good? Here's how to get started. If you'd like 

to find out more, keep reading or even read about del.icio.us here. 

  Many teachers in the Dysart district have 

already discovered the revolutionary, free 

tool VoiceThread.  This tool allows users 

to post images of anything from photos to 

drawings and describe in detail what the 

image is about.  The descriptions can be 

created with text boxes, a recording or 

both. These descriptions then become a 

VoiceThread, where anyone can make 

written or recorded comments on the 

page.  VoiceThreads are being imple-

mented in classrooms on every subject 

area and can be utilized by any grade 

level.  

 

This tool makes posting student work to 

the Internet a conversation starter in-

stead of a finished product. For more 

information contact a technology trainer. 


